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TANSEN:

TOURISTS’ DESTINATION

Nepal government has declared 2020 as Visit Nepal Year
2020 to promote tourism in Nepal. Tourism Board has
expected two million tourists arrival in the year. Besides
the existing tourists destinations Kathmandu valley,
Pokhara, Chitwan and Lumbini, more than one hundred
destinations have been identified and infrastructures are
going on in Gorkha, Parbat, Jhapa, Khaptad and others
across the country for meeting the Visit Nepal 2020 goal.
Tansen, the headquarters of Palpa district, is one of the
potential tourist’s destinations.

Tansen is one of the oldest towns and the country’s
third municipality in Nepal. The early settlement grew
in the linear fashion along the main road from tundikhel
to kailashnagar
tole (about
two kilometers
long). It has the
glorious history
and culture of Sen
Dynasty. It lies on
the Siddhartha
Highway corridor.
It is situated on the
beautiful hills and
mountains of the
Maharabhat range.
Now it has been
extended to 109.8
km starting from @ R
Goudeko pul (Gaude bridge) in the south to the bank
of the Kaligandaki river in the north. It is now socially,
culturally and geographically blended with urban and
rural environment.

Why is Tansen the tourists’ destination?

“Whether you are seeing to get know the read Nepal are
eager to explore the rich Newari culture or a true lover of
unspoiled nature and hiking in breathtaking sceneries...
Tansen has it all”’- Tourism Directory PCCI

»

»

»

»

- Budddhi Prasad
Sharma

Tansen offers a peaceful luring natural environment
of streams, rivers, sandy river banks, greeneries,
panoramic views and new tastes of social, cultural,
geographical, archeological, monumental attractions.
It has sub-tropical climate of 8°C to 35°c which is
suitably charming to the visitors. Having no problem
of chilling winds, snowfall and heating temperature
throughout the year, tourists enjoy. It is a zero pollution
virgin municipality not spoilt by any abusing practices
and modernity.

Tansen has all facilities of accessibility. It is about 118
km away from Pokhara, 170 Km from Chitwan and 60
km from Lumbini. It has to and fro access facilities
within the Tansen
Municipality.
The nearest
International
Airport is in
Bhairahawa near
Lumbini. For via
Lumbini visitors
this airport will be
easier even to visit
Tansen by vehicle
in two hours drive
safely. In the same
way the town
provides all modern
communication and
banking facilities for tourists convenience.

Tansen now has modern accommodation facilities
of hotels, restaurants, resorts and home stays in and
around Tansen to meet within the budget.

Tansen is rich in cultural heritages and attractions.
Lots of feasts and festivals are celebrated thought
the year. Among them a week series of feasts and
festivals are held in August which are not missed by
the Tansen lovers. One of the most popular festivals
is the Ranaujireshwari Bhagawati Rath Yatra in which

9% |



»

»

»

»

Goddess’ idol is carried on the chariot with military
honor to mark the victory of Nepalese over the British
army two centuries ago.

“A town where old Nepal is still alive, it anxiously
awaits the sportsman looking for adventure, the
traveler in search of beauty, the poet seeking peace
and quiet. One is not to forget it so easily. It is a place
of stunning contrasts :” there are still fairies in the hills
and folk music in the air “- Ananda Shrestha, Where
Nepal is Still Alive Horizon Vol, Oc-Dec 1991

The social, religious, cultural and ethnical harmony
among the hindus, Buddhists, Mohamadans and
Christians is extraordinary. Love and respect is the
culture of Tansen’s people. Religiously, culturally and
archeologically the temples such as Madi Mandabya,
Ranaujireshwori Bhagwati, Amarnarayan including its
campus, Ganesh, Shivalaya, Bhimsen, Laxminarayan,
Rishikeshab, the biggest idol of Ganesh in Telgha
Gufachaur and Palpa Bhairab are important to visit.
The Kaligandaki river site in the north of Tansen is
known as Ruru Kshetra and Banaras of Nepal is worthy
visiting site. Among the Buddhists shrines stupas
and monasteries such as Mahachaitya Bihar, Ananda
Bihar. Mahabodhi Bihar, Holangdi Bihar with venerable
Bhikshu Amritananda’s statue, and Dharma Chakra
Bihar are worth visiting. Regular bhajan (psalm)
chanting and religious speech programmes are held
in the temples and bihars. Most Buddhist tourists visit
the monasteries and stay in Tansen after Lumbini.Ruru
Kshetra where the Kaligandaki river meets with Ridi
Khola to the northen Tansen is a holy place of hindus.

Another popular worth visiting place is the
Shreenagar Hill which has pine forests, view tower,
Buddha’s Parileyak Bhan, artistics symbol of
traditional lamp (twa-dewa), open parks, picnic film
shooting and meditation spots. Shreenagar views
the longest Himalayan range including two peaked
Machhapuchhure to the north and the plain of the
Terai and Tansen in profound sleep. Shreenagar and
Batasedada tops are the sports to see the rising and
setting sun and changing colors silver and golden of
the Himalayan range.

The lonely left Ranimahal (the Ranighat Palace) built
by Khadga Shamsher in memory of his wife is situated
on hard rocks of the banks of the Kaligandaki river. It
lies on the top priority of tourists . It is just 45 minutes

»

»

»

»

vehical drive and 2 to 4 hours trek. Besides these spots
there are Bansagopal Park, Gufachaur, Batasadanda,
sitalpati, muldhoka (the biggest gate), TU campus
building and the oval shaped tudhikhel (play ground)
with the biggest replica of Karuwa, Ujit Thapa’s life
size statue and parks to visit.

There are two museums in Tansen: one is ‘Palpa
Museum’ initiated and run by development oriented
youths of Tansen where nearly one thousand
historically, archeologically, religiously important
things and documents are displayed and the other
one is ‘Palpa Durbar Museum’ recently run by the
Government in the majestic palace of Tansen Durbar.
It is a cultural museum. The durbar (palace) itself
is the museum. The durbar ( palace) with its square
itself is the open museum.

“No one who awakens early in Tansen will forget the
billows of white foam rolling over the deep hollow of
the valley “Madi” in the south below the city. The man
who watches the counterpoint of mist and sunlight
and rolling whiteness will always remembers that
something’s different lakes place in Tansen” - Keith
de Folo Tansen City in the Mist, The Rising Nepal Oct
26,1971

Tansen people are humble. They greet the visitors with
the word “Namaste” softly and smilingly.It shows their
respectful hospitality. They believe the visitors as the
angels from the heavens and treat them accordingly .

Tansen provides lots of things to learn enjoy experience
and take away for the Tansen lovers. The typical
souvenirs of Palpali Dhaka and its product and Palpali
Karuwa seem awaiting for the visitors to accompany
by them while getting back home. It is very interesting
to visit the sites of “Dhaka” weaving and “karuwa
(typical bronze water pot)” making process. To the
visitors and trekking lovers , there is Get up Palpa to
impart information.

To sum up Tansen to the tourists, here is a verse:

“Where people linger for another days,
Nature is forest gay,

Pleasant even in the month of May,
The beauty takes your breath away.”

Date: 2076/07/10
(Tourism Related Writers)
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BUDDHIST PHILOSOPHY FOR
GOOD GOVERNANCE

A. Background

We human being are social animals and the life of a
human being without a society is almost worthless.
During the evolution period of human civilization, many
theories, philosophies and thoughts have been formulated
and still this process is going on. Those philosophies were
virtually concerned to the betterment of the global
community, however only some of them are in existence;
and liked and followed by the people. Buddhism or the
philosophy of Lord Buddha is one of the most popular
philosophies in the world. Now, 535 millions people which
is 7% of total global population believe this philosophy.

Many national and international level politicians, leaders,
celebrities, business persons, players are inspired by
Buddhist thought which was virtually discovered by the
Lord Buddha in late 5th Century B.C. very few were known
of Buddha durring the time of world War Il. The prime

- Bishnu Paudel

minister of great Britain Winston Churchill had a small
statue of Lord Buddha nearby his sleeping bed so that he
would be blessed with peaceful blessings from him.

Like other religions, Buddhism also focuses on spiritual
values rather than the physical values and materialism.
The consumption of physical utilities for the convenient
livings, growing desires of the artificial things for
sophisticated lifestyle are obstacles in the journey of
simplicity. However, the Buddhist philosophy neither
stands absolutely against the theory of materialism nor
rejects the contemporary demand of the human beings.

During the Buddhist era, the philosophy regarding
to the code of conduct which had to be followed by
common citizen is called Gihi Vinaya, in which the role
and responsibilities of both government and the citizen
has been mentioned very clearly. Being as a responsible
citizen, what would be his or her duties towards the
family, society, country and eventually the world. The
responsibilities of the government towards the citizen and
forms of different governing modalities were also stated
in Gihi Binaya. However, Buddhism has given preferences
to democratic governance system rather than other.

B. Contemporary Understanding

While talking about the governance under the Buddhist
Philosophy, the governing system of the Hindu
literature should also be carried out together for easy
understanding. Here, the context of "Matsya Nyaya" or
"The law of Jungle” is necessary to be known. The small
fish always becomes a prey of big fish, so without small
fish the existence of big fish is no more. The small fish
are always hiding away from big fish for their existence,
however the big one must kill the small for their survival.
In this way, both small and big fish are struggling for the
fittest and this is an example of the principle of natural law.
"Matsya Nyaya" had been some how justified and rational
in marine world and even applied in the prehistoric era or
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Stone Age, but now it has been absolutely disregarded in
the contemporary human society.

Now, we are living in the 21 century, which is also called
development era. The term "Governance" has been
widely used in everywhere particularly in development
and corporate sectors. Actually the governance is a
relative term which do not make a complete sense until
we add "Good" or "Bad" in the governance. Unrest,
conflict, corruption, discrimination, poverty etc. are the
fundamental symptoms of bad governance whereas
a peaceful environment with harmonized relationship
between government and citizen for the sustainable
development is seen in good governance.

Former UN Secretary General Late Kofi Annan said that
good governance is perhaps the single most important
factor in eradicating poverty and promoting development.
In early 90s, many prescribed concepts of good
governance had been already come up inthe development
literature which were initiated mostly by UNDP, World
Bank, OECD etc.

There are four ways of governing system in Hindu
Philosophy; 1. Sam, 2. Dam, 3. Danda and 4. Bheda, which
defines maintaining peace, giving charity to the citizen in
need, to give punishment in accordance with the gravity
of wrong deed and to divide and rule as per the situation
respectively. The first two ways of governing system are
generally applied in normal situation but Danda and Bheda
are only enforced in the abnormal circumstances. Until
and unless a government applies Punishment (Danda)
and Separation (Bheda) strategies for government
stability, there always remains the unrest and conflict
within a society, distracting peace and avoiding rules and
regulation. Considering the consequences of Danda and

Bhed, now the idea of making prison for criminal has been
slowly displaced by the open prison concept, particularly
in the Scandinavian countries and some other developed
countries where the concept of "Danada” and "Bheda"”
have been discarded.

Lord Buddha says, Danda and Bheda are not long term
solution for the governance. A criminal can be changed
into a good citizen through the "Kind Speech” and "Love
and Care" rather than punishment and discrimination. He
adds, to be an ideal government should have following
four responsibilities.

1. Daan (Charity)

2. Priya Bachana (Kind Speech)

3. Artha Karya (Economic Activities) and
4. Samanata (Equity).

These four components of governance are likely to
the main sources of contemporary good governance
that ultimately inspires for the sustainable peace and
prosperity of entire world.

C. Conclusion

Like in other countries of the world, the different forms
of the discrimination still exist in our country, which
has been transferred generation to generation, though
its level of degree is relatively reduced because of the
modern education system and global brotherhood. In
the past, the Hindus were classified into four castes and
they were supposed to classify into 4 different works
such as Brahmin-to gain the knowledge and transfer to
the others, Kshetri - to led the government and protect
the citizen from enemies, Baishya- to involve in the
economic activities and pay the taxes to government
and Sudra- To provide the skillful manpower and human
resources for nation building. Those division of labor
(work) was accepted very positively in the beginning but
eventually the issues was converted into the root causes
of discrimination.

There is no discrimination in Buddhism so far and the three
dimensions of Buddhist philosophy, Buddha (Wisdom
and Knowledge), Dharma (Duties and Responsibilities)
and Sangha(Unity and Assembly) have tried to eradicate
all forms of discriminations. Every one reserves the right
to access of getting knowledge and wisdom and they
can achieve the super-consciousness or "Budhha". Both
government and citizen are ensured the specific role and
responsibilities to be accomplished honestly, which is their
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"Dhrama”. All the individuals have unique identifications
and if it is integrated by exchanging their ideas, thoughts
and knowledge in a single platform, some innovative
creation might be come out for the peace and prosperity,
Buddha says this is a Sanghs (Sabha or Assembly).

So, the application of Buddhist philosophy of "Buddha,
"Dharma" and "Sanghs" is still in need for making an ideal
human society through promoting good governance in
each individual, in each society and in each country and
the entire world.

Source:

*  Brahm Ajahn, The Buddhist Contribution to Good

Governance, Bodhinyana Vounteer Team, Vesak, 2018

Jayasuriya, W.F., The Psychology and philosophy of

Buddhism, Pariyatti, USA, 1976

* Sheng, Yap Kioe, Concept of Good Governance,
UNESCAP, Bangkok, Thailand, 2016

* Vitanege Gunasheela, Buddhist Ideals of Government,
Buddhist Publication Society, Kandy Sri Lanka, 2011
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