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Tansen, famous for its history and natural beauty, is
located on the way to Lumbini to Pokhara and mostly
perfumed by cool breeze of pine trees on its top at
the mid hills of Western Nepal. There is always mild
temperature year round and the south-faced sloppy
land gets fun sun warm rays in all seasons from dawn
to the dusk. Tansen is linked through motor roads: 328
kilometre from Kathmandu via Narayanghat and up
from Butwal; 120 kilometre South from Pokhara and
83 kilometre from Lumbini, the birth place of Lord
Buddha. It's at the altitude of 1342 metre. It's only 65
kilometre from Sunauli, the Indian border.

There is plenty of interesting places to see in Tansen.
There is a huge wooden gate called Baggi Dhoka which
is an entrance to Palpa Durbar and where the chariot
of Goddess Bhagawati passes through. There are fine
woodcarvings on the buildings on the western side of
the gate, examples of the fine Newari craftsmanship.

il
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Palpa Durbar was built as the administrative building
of the governor by Pratap Shamsher Jang Bahadur
Rana in 1927. Though in January 2006 during the
Maoist insurgency it was destroyed, restored after the
peace process. The palace for administration is now
housing a small museum but the Province 5 government
has decided to expand it as province museum and
allocated considerable fund for this purpose. At the
north of the Baggi Dhoka, at the heart of Tansen town,

- Gopal Prasad Bashyal

there is an octagonal resting place called Sheetalpati
that shows the beautiful woodcarvings of the windows
of Nanglo West bakery and restaurant.

AtthewestcorneroftheDurbar, thereisRanaujireshwari
Bhagawati temple which carries the patriotic history
of brave Gurkha soldiers. During Anglo-Nepal war,
the Nepali soldiers led by the commander Ujir Sing
Thapa who had asked for the blessings of goddess
Bhagawati could defeat the English armies at jitgadhi,
Butwal, and Ujir Sing Thapa reconstructed the temple
in 1814 and began the chariot procession of goddess
Bhagawati. Thousands of devotees, Nepal army and
government officials observe Bhagawati Jatra, the
chariot procession, in August every year. Similarly, at
the eastern corner of the city, Narayansthan, there is
Amar Narayan Temple. This tall pagoda temple was
built by another warrior Amar Sing Thapa in 1807.
There are other temples of beautiful woodcarvings
at Amargunj, below tundhikhel, passing through the
Municipality office, though they are less visited.

Temples in Tansen bless people with patriotic feelings
whereas there are four Bihars of Buddhists which are
culturally significant as Tansen is densely populated
by Newars and resembled to mini Kathmandu. There
are churches and mosques in Tansen. The population
is mixed of Newars, Magars, Brahmins, Chhetries,
Dalits and Muslims. Buddhists and Hindus share some
festivals and rituals. It shows harmony among people
of all religious and community identities. On the top
of Tansen city, there is a scenic Shreenagar hill which
shows the alluring panorama of foothills all around,
beautiful Madi valley in the south, a long range of more
than ten snow-capped mountains in the far north. This
hill is occupied by morning walkers and full of picnic
groups from different surrounding places on most of
Saturdays.

There are interesting surrounding areas near Tansen.
Besides Tansen, Ranimahal which is only seven

IR9 |



¥ 1819 doldal

s
"\@ goifeal Q00Y, BIAD

kiliometre from Tansen, is also one of the hundred
tourist destinations declared by the government
of Nepal. Ranimahal, the palace built at the bank of
river Kaligandaki on the memory of beloved queen
Tej Kumari by Khadga Shamsher jung Bahadur Rana,
is regularly visited by people to commemorate their
loved ones. Some people also compare its value with
Taj Mahal, India. This is also an amazing sample of
British architecture built on a single stone foundation
on river Kaligandaki. Except in rainy season, there
are roads for all types of vehicles though it's one day
outing on foot which also offers the pleasure of hiking
and some other places like Siddha Gufa, Hattidhunga,
Baikunthe Paharo on the way through Ahal and lives
of mariginalised Bote community on the way through
Dailatung.
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There is Bhairavsthan temple at seven kilometre west
of Tansen. This temple is everyday visited by devotees
who believe on the blessings of Lord Bhairav, Kaal
Bhairav, and Maa Devi. This is also nominated as the
province level tourist destination. The next popular
Hindu pilgrimage is Ridi where

Rishikeshav Mahadev and other various temples, and
the holy river Kaligandaki make it a Venarus of Nepal.
This is possible area to increase religious tourists.
Likewise, other religious places of interests are
Mandavya rishi area Prabhas and Madi, Damkada,
Kokaldevi Madanpokhara, proposed Ganeshdham,
TeglLha, Balkanya TegLha, Aurva rishi dham Argali etc.
are in Tansen Municipality whereas Bagnasdevi,
Darlamkali, Siwasan and Ramdi are in Bagnaskali rural
municipality and Rambhadevi, Tahoon are surrounding
places of one day outing from Tansen.

Tansen is also visited for research purposes as well.
The irrigation systems of Argali and Chherlung have
attracted scholars from home and abroad. Likewise,
the horticulture, community forest and livelihood of
Madanpokhara are also beneficial practices for visitors

of home and abroad. Tansen earned fame for Dhaka
clothes knitted at handlooms and karuwa, a bronze
water jug of its typical architecture, although these
local industries are challenged by similar products of
advanced machines. Tansen is also popular for coffee
products.

Although Tansen attracts some tourists from India
and other foreign countries, there is not wider flow of
tourists. There are hotels and also home-stays in Tansen;
it's necessary to support hoe-stays in the villages too.
It's good for Tansen for nomination of two of hundred
tourist destination, receiving ownership of Ranimahal,
and agreement between Tansen and Lushan city of
China as to work together to build Buddha circuit are
some initiations taken by the governments at their
levels. Hope when the Siddhartha Highway becomes
safe at Dobhan area, Tansen will certainly attract
visitors to Lumbini for a cool night stay. Besides, Tansen
is a health hub and also has possibilities of revival of
its image as education hub which can attract students
of various places for advanced technical studies. There
is urgent need of master plan of integrated approach
of fostering tourism through empowering concerned
people and developing infra-structures.

(Teacher & Journalist)
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